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Is the Dewatering Operation 
compliant to GBR 15 Conditions ?

Yes

Yes
You will require a 

Simple Abstraction 
Licence.

▪ Discharge all abstracted groundwater back to the water environment.
▪ The dewatering period will be less than 180 days
▪ The excavation or structure to be dewatered is not within 250m of a surface 

water feature ?– If not either  recharge wells can be used or discharged via a 
surface water drainage system authorised under CAR subject to the consent of 
the person having control of the system.

▪ Is the excavation or structure to be dewatered is not within 250m of a wetland?
▪ All reasonable steps  can be taken to ensure no discharge of silts
▪ All reasonable steps can be taken to ensure that the discharge of abstracted 

groundwater does not result in pollution of the water environment.

What is the expected Abstraction Rate?

>50 and ≤ 2000m3/day                                > 2000m3/day.

No

Submission of pre-application and discussions 
with local SEPA groundwater team

Yes

• Application assessed within four months unless extension agreed 
by both parties.

• Application may take longer to assess due to: advertisement 
required (increased by up to 56 days);

• consultation (up to 28 days required);
• SEPA issues a notice requesting additional information, in which 

case determination period will be put on hold until notice 
complied with, or application called in by Ministers.

If compliant will all GBR 15 

conditions, there is no need to 

contact or apply to SEPA for an 

abstraction licence (no charges)

You will require a 
Complex Abstraction 

Licence.

Complete and submit application 
form with all details, including charges,

Licence issued or refused.
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