
Dewatering Advice Flowchart on Abstraction Regulatory Position
Source - Regulation 5 of The Water Abstraction and Impounding (Exemptions) Regulations 2017, 

Is the combined groundwater abstraction 
less than 20m3/day (0.23 l/s) ?

Yes

No

No
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Is the combined groundwater abstraction 
less than 100m3/day (1.15 l/s) ?

Yes
Is the groundwater abstraction activity 

period less than 6 months ?
Yes

Your groundwater is exempt from 
abstraction permitting requirements. 

However, you will require a trade effluent 
permit to discharge to a sewer.

No

Will you discharge abstracted 
groundwater back to the environment? 

e.g. stream, river, lake.

Will you be able to recharge all 
abstracted groundwater back to the 
aquifer (without intervening use) via a 

soakaway or recharge well(s)?

Yes
Is the groundwater abstraction activity 

period less than 6 months ?
Yes

No

Yes

You require a Transfer Licence.
Please note it will take up to four months 

to obtain a licence from the licensing 
authority once they have received the 

required information.

No

You require a Full Abstraction Licence.
Please note it will take up to four months 

to obtain a licence from the licensing 
authority once they have received the 

required information.

No

Please contact us should there be 
contamination issues or you are within the 
vicinity of a SSSI or conservation area, as it 

will effect the conditions and ability of 

any proposed discharge or abstraction. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1044/regulation/5/made
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